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Brent is a vibrant, diverse borough facing 

major housing pressures, with high 

private rents and long social housing 

waiting lists forcing many to relocate. The 

Harlesden Neighbourhood Plan (2019) 

identified these challenges and proposed 

exploring a Community Land Trust (CLT), 

leading to the creation of Brent CLT. 

 

A CLT is a nonprofit that holds land in 

trust for community benefit, delivering 

affordable homes for future generations 

and community control over development. 

CLTs can also support other assets like 

gardens, workspaces, and community 

centres. 

 

Brent CLT is the borough’s first and only 

CLT. It ’s a membership organisation, 

always welcoming new members 

interested in shaping community-led 

housing. Nearly 80 members currently 

take part in workshops, events, or 

volunteer. 

 

Since its founding, Brent CLT has 

secured support to form a community 

panel, establish design principles, run 

workshops, and carry out feasibility 

studies. The project is now at an exciting 

stage, with early plans ready for further 

community feedback and engagement.

We are here

Bell Phillips Architects - Marklake Court resident opening

Brent Community Land Trust
Celebrating Brents Vibrancy & Diversity - Sound Shell at 

Brent Civic Centre

Sapphire Independent Housing Conversations at Brent CLT Supper Club at Rumi’s Kitchen

Community Connections at Harlesden Neighbourhood 

Forum

Brent Community Land Trust 

Brent CLT is an independent, not for profit 

organisation, led by volunteers who live, 

work or have a connection to Brent.  It 

was established to create genuinely 

affordable housing with and for the 

Brent community.  Brent CLT registered 

with the Financial Conduct Authority as 

a community benefit society in October 

2020.

Sapphire Independent Housing 

Sapphire Independent Housing is a 

small housing association providing 

general needs, supported, temporary, 

intermediate rent, and shared ownership 

housing. Founded in 1969 for the Irish 

community in Camden and Brent, it now 

supports diverse residents. Our mission 

is “Providing homes to improve lives and 

enable people to live independently.”

Bell Phillips Architects

As architects who specialise in housing, 

a fundamental part of our ethos is based 

around working with local communities. 

It is critical that they share the benefits 

of our projects and are involved at 

every stage of the process in a fair and 

equitable way.
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Key questions: 

• What are your favourite things 

about your neighbourhood?

• What are some improvements 

you would make to the 

neighbourhood?

• What communities are you part 

of in the neighbourhood? 

• Do you have any suggestions to 

create a community feel in this 

neighbourhood?

• How could this site be 

improved?
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Key questions: 

• What are your thoughts on the building design? 

• What improvements would you make to the building 

design?

• What do you think about building new affordable housing 

in the area?

• What would make this building a good neighbour?

• What do you think would make the boundary of the 

building and its surroundings more attractive and improve 

the pedestrian experience?

Proposed view from Gloucester CloseProposed view from Brentfield Road

Site view from 
same direction

Image capture: Oct 2022 © 2025 Google

London, England

Google Street View

Oct 2022 See more dates

Gloucester Cl

6/30/25, 4:16 PM Gloucester Cl - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gloucester+Cl,+London/@51.5445848,-0.2604929,3a,90y,115.37h,88.26t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1s6zjRHMeWHvelJbmNrs4qHQ!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pit… 1/2
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Gloucester Close

Stonebridge Park

Gloucester Close
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to neighbouring 

housing

Brentfield House

Brentfield House

Entrance 

walkway acts as 

a buffer between 

proposed flats 

and neighbouring 

buildings

Windows are set 

back from walkway 

railing to create 

privacy between 

new homes and 

existing properties 

Stair and lift

Secure 
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New street 

tree

Artistic impression of proposalArtistic impression of proposal

Large windows 

provide daylight 

and ventilation to 

flats Residents community 

space located on most 

prominent corner of 

the site 

Current view from Gloucester CloseCurrent view from Brentfield Road
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Typical Flat PlanGround Floor Plan

Key questions: 

• What would you like to see in a residents’ 

community space?

• What do you like about the flat plans and 

what improvements would you make?

• How would the community space encourage 

you to spend more time and connect with 

other residents?

• Do you have any other suggestions?
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Walkway

Storage

Utility
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trees to boundary 
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trees to boundary 

Bike stands

Bike stands

Bicycle store

1B1P home

1B1P home

Water tank store

1B1P wheelchair 

home

1B1P wheelchair 

home

Communal seating 

area

Homes are designed flexibly 

so that the living room and 

bedroom is interchangeable

Full height window to 

bedroom provides views and 

cross ventilation within the 

home

The community space could be an area for 

socialising 

Front door opens onto walkway Bathroom located centrally in flat Flexible use of space

The community space could be a flexible 

space for different uses


